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By VICTORIA SOLOMON
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The University of the Distiict of Columbin on
Friday wnveiled 2 wowering and rotating creation
crafied by enginceriug students aver the past few
s,

Ao a Billl o the hoxy cmpus near the soceer
frebd are a photovoliic solar systein and wind tir-
bt combination svsien, soaking 0 the mys, whip-
ping i the wind and reming those naturl clomeats
LM posver.

The devices are partand parcel oF 4 new program
within the university, the Center of Excellcnce for
Renewable Enerey. The center will host a combing-
ticn of Civil, clecinical and mechanical enginesring
under the schools Engincenng and Applied
SCIENOCS Progrom.

The solar svstem amd wind trbine will be ued
eachusively for rescarch and Iab purposes for st
dents aud facply at the Center, acconding to Samuel
Lakeon. chair of the elecincal enginzening depant-
et

Lakeou, wha halped condtrue! the systens with
financiol msistance from BP Solar, said the swudv of
renewahle cnergy is something many stidents are
interested 0 The combination system was handled
entirely by students with help from facoly imenbers,
e =i,

In fumire prmruns within the center, Lakeon sand
stuikents will continue "o leam how 16 put together
a salar system and 4 wind-cieigy system and @ com
hination of the two.”

The university is using the center to build a con-
nection between renowable energy and susiainablie
internationul development, which adminisizaiors

Victoria Solon i/ The Current
UDC senior George Karanja explains the engineer-
ing how-to of the new solar energy system.

descnbe as a good il onog campus with students
fromt mowe than 100 countnizs.

Swdents who have studied research ind engi-
reering a1 the center will we the knowledze 1o o
mote sustaimble enerpy in infernational develap-
micnt, Lakeou suid.

The connectivn of renewable encrpy wd sustain
able international development o the iniversity’s
aew cenler wis showeased through an intemational
sonference held hst week and organized by the uni-
Versily.

e conference was the first ol its Kind 10 be held
in DO and aricted renewable cncry expens and
seientists from around the globe IThe final session.
wis heldiat the pniversity's campus forthe insugg-
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struction of the renewable enerzy,
devices, said she fell more excited
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each day of work. “T" ve been telling

ration of the center.

my mother every day. "Oh, my god,
we're going to be part of history,™

During the inavguration, engi-
neering and applied sciences dean
Ben O, Latigo thanked the interna-
tional participants as well as sto-
dents in the audience. “It's a source
of pride for the university that you
can attend this cvenl,” he said of the
center's inauguration,

Latigo said some students had
stayed up late into the night working
under the distant lights of the soccer
field to put final touches on the
solar- and wind-power system.
*“Happily. we completed the task.”™
he said.

Enginecring student Donnell
Harris. a junior who worked on con-

Harris said. She said to see the solar
system and wind turbine up and
running and celebrated by the uni-
versity, the city and sciemtists from
around the globe was “even better.”
D.C. Energy Office director
Charles Clinton said the mayor and
the office welcome the conference
participants and the work the uni-
versity is doing 1o teach renewable
encrgy engincering principles. He
also hinted that the university is
likely to receive grant funding as a
Renewable Enerzy Demonstration
Project. He could not give detailed
information because the list of
awardees has not been Dnalized.



