local collection profile

Felix E. Grant Jazz Archives at the
Univ. of the District of Columbia

by Michael Fitzgerald, University of the District of Columibia Library

IM JUST OVER TWO DECADES, the Felix E. Grant Jazz
Archives at the University of the District of Columbia
has had a substantial impact on the jazz ressarch world.
It offers a unique perspective, because of both its insti-
tutional history and its close affiliation with an active jazz
perfommancea program.

The seads of the Archives were sown in 1222, Aftar
maating with UDC music department faculty member
Robert Faldar, veteran radio personality and local jazz
expert Feli E. Grant began donating materials accumu-
lated over his neary fifty-vaar career in Washington-area
radio. Grant died in 1993, but other important collec-
tions have boon added as the result of the reputation of
the Archives and its founders. Tha most recent large
acquisition is the Herb & Will Friedwald collection of
more than 10,000 LPs.

UDC's library has acknowladged the significance of
the Archives" holdings and has given the Felix E. Grant
Jazz Archives a prominent location, with state-cfthe-art
facilitios. Curator Judith Earey, a long-time UDC music
professor, stappad in as a temporary administrator in
1223 when the Jazz Studiss prograrm, under Calvin
Jones, was designated to guide the developrment and
organization of the Archives, and her involvament has
only grown. She says, "A jazz archive really should
reflect jazz"s culture, which | think really embraces a mul-
tidisciplinary approach to the study and also the appreci-
ation of it. Somathing like jazzis so intertwined with “our-
story” and | think that's the approach that you have to
take. Music is, of course, the canterpisce, but it reachas
out even farther and an archive is a reflaction of that.”

With a strong sense of local history, the Jazz Archives
focuses on important people, places, and events that
might rever be known cutside of the area. The Archives
alzoworks to docurment the history of UDC's jazz studias
program and co-sponsors many events, including the
annual area big band festival. By making studerts aware

of itz holdings while they are enrclled and by demon-
strating that libraries and archives collect maternials cresat-
ed not only by world-famous figures, but also by stu-
dants, the Jaz Archives engendars an appreciation for
such institutions as a whols.

Setting the Archives apart frorm most cther jazz col-
lections is its website (wwwlrdudcowrlc.orgfjazz
horme. htmill, which allows rassarchers not only to learn
about its collactions, policies, and history, but actually to
access digitized rmaterials remotaly. Although but a
small portion of the holdings, what is available is by no
means insubstantial. The Internaet has introduced these
collections to a wider intemational community and this
has also affactad how the Archivas can markst itself to
donors. In terms of how a relativaly tiny archive can
compete with batter known ones, Korey says that
instead of being swallowed up, individual collections at
DT are allowed to shine, With online presentation, cal-
lections showcased in a smaller institution can have a
wiorld-wide impact.

A new monthly lecture seres is already attracting fur-
ther attertion for the Archivaes from beyond the DT area
and is ancther example of the strong commitrment to
prasarving the past and making it accessible to curant
and future patrons, whether inqperson or cnline.
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