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A Letter from the President
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I am proud to present the second issue of your new alumni magazine,
The Flame. In it, you will find out what your classmates have been up
to and what has been happening at your alma mater. It is critical that
we keep connected to you, our treasured alumni, as our system contin-
ues to evolve and move forward.

On December 3, 2011, we will celebrate a milestone in the history of
our institution: 160 years of education, outreach and community ser-
vice. As Washington, DC’s only public university and the only urban
land-grant university in the nation, we are committed to a mission of
public service and outstanding education. To that end, I am proud to
announce the newest college of the University’s academic community:
the College of Agriculture, Urban Sustainability and Environmental
Sciences (CAUSES). 

CAUSES epitomizes our land-grant mission. It embraces the spirit of
what true community service means: to prepare our students for careers
with skills to address the demands and challenges of today’s world. 

Every year, when each new class enters, I am reminded why we are in this: It is for the
students. We are providing them pathways of possibility for their future and the future
of the District of Columbia. We owe it to them to create the best state university possi-
ble so they can realize their dreams. You can have a part in that. By staying connected
to us through alumni networks, you can help shape the future of your university.

In the next few months, we’ll be organizing a series of anniversary events and activities
that will begin in January and will culminate in a gala in December 2011 to celebrate
the University’s rich history and proud legacy. We’re very excited and hope that this
commemorative year will inspire you to get more involved in the life of UDC.

Having vibrant, engaged alumni is critical to our success. You are our history. You are
also our future. None of our successes would be possible without the collective effort
of all of us. Never forget that you were part of something wonderful, and always
remember you are part of Washington, DC’s state university. 

Sincerely,

Allen L. Sessoms

2011 marks the University’s 160th anniversary, and plans
are already in the works to make the coming year a memo-
rable commemoration of our founding institutions and of
our transformation into a world-class urban university sys-
tem. As alumni, your contributions are invaluable. Your
stories, your memories and memorabilia, and your contin-

ued involvement as we go forward will make our anniver-
sary year one for the history books. Please contact us at
alumni@udc.edu if you’d like to join the event planning 
or contribute in any way to the oral and written histories
now in development. Stay tuned for more news!

UDC reaches important milestone
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Commencement Day dawned grey and sullen,
but nothing could dampen the spirits of the class
of 2010, whose accomplishments were lauded by
President Sessoms, the board and the mayor.
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A special letter to you

I never dreamed it would take me
20 years to complete my education,
but it did, and I have no complaints.
As a DC native, I received a good
early education right here, back in
the “old school” days when our
public system was exceptional and
Howard University was considered
the Harvard of HBCUs. 

After graduating from a small, local, parochial high school
in a class of 94 students, I went right to work as a secretary
at the Federal Reserve Board and stayed four years. While
most of my classmates were earning baccalaureate degrees at
places like Howard, Smith College and Catholic University, I
was earning a more-than-comfortable living, laughing all the
way to the bank with every paycheck. I couldn’t see how
higher education could make my life better.

I’d been out of school nearly eight years when my husband
suggested I needed something more intellectually stimulat-
ing than the nine-to-five financial industry in which I was
an upwardly mobile, management-level professional. I
admit, money has always been important to me: making it,
saving it, spending it wisely and managing it well. I enrolled
in the old DC Teacher’s College and took all the prerequi-
sites needed for a degree while working in the financial aid
office as a work-study student. I enjoyed school, but family
and career were my priorities, so I left and focused on
doing well as a professional and as a wife and mother for
the next two decades.

I was on a roll, if I do say so myself. Not a lot of African-
American women with only a high school diploma work
their way up to regional manager, assistant vice president,
senior vice president and marketing director of a major

bank. It was a career I could be proud of, and I was. But
something was missing. Friends and family kept at me to
return to school. “You have to do this for yourself,” they
nagged. And of course, they were right. My personal and
professional self-esteem were definitely at stake, and I knew
that a degree would open up new doors for me. I wanted to
validate myself with that little piece of paper, unrolled and
framed for the world to see. 

It was a member of the UDC faculty who had the greatest
impact on me. The late urban studies professor Raja Helou
would call me every semester to say, “Jacqui, we need grad-
uates like you from UDC. We need you to come back and
finish your degree.” There’s a difference between a teacher
pointing out what you need for yourself and one who
appeals to you as an equal, telling you how much you’re
valued and needed by a community bigger than yourself. 

I’m not ashamed to be an over-the-top, unabashed fan of
UDC. As a banker, I testified on behalf of the University 
at community hearings before the Council of the District 
of Columbia. I’m currently acting secretary for the UDC
National Alumni Society. Two of my stepchildren graduat-
ed from UDC. A sister was in the last graduating class 
at UDC’s predecessor, Federal City College. I finally 
graduated in 2004, with my mother, husband, son and 
two sisters watching. I was over 50, and it was one of my 
proudest moments.

At UDC, it’s never too late to live your dream. My next
dream: To see our alma mater thrive as a viable, four-year 
university. Together, we can keep that dream alive. The
Washington, DC, community has given so much to so
many people, and it needs us. If you are one of those 
people, please join me in giving back.

Jacqueline G. Daughtry-Miller ’04

UDC: A community 
that builds dreams

Continuing Education at the Community College of the District of Columbia is proud
to announce the launch of their new website, EdCafé. The EdCafé is a place for people
interested in almost any kind of learning and self-enrichment. It is a virtual and real
“third place” where organizations link to provide exciting and cutting-edge lectures,
workshops and seminars. Visit www.edcafe.org to check out the site!

Continuing Education Launches EdCafe.org



Jazz Archives    

The Felix E. Grant Jazz Archives has
acquired a significant collection of
more than 2,000 books, 3,500 CDs
and a number of periodicals from jazz
author, historian, radio personality
and critic W. Royal Stokes.

Stokes, 79, felt that his collection was
going to an appropriate repository
because of his friendship with Felix
Grant, his connection to the city, and
UDC’s status as a historically black
university. “I am a DC native, gradu -
ated from Woodrow Wilson High
School and, after living here and there
in the States and overseas, resided in
the area for more than three decades,”
said Stokes. “Felix, whose voice was
heard on DC radio frequencies for
just short of a half-century, and I were
longtime good friends and broadcast-
ing colleagues.” 

Stokes was born in 1930 in Wash -
ington and his first home, on 19th
Street in Adams Morgan, was in
the same building that housed the
1940s after-hours jazz club Villa Bea.
Introduced to jazz through his older
brother’s 78 rpm records, Stokes had

his first experience
with live jazz through
a 1947 performance
by Louis Armstrong
and his All-Stars at
the Club Bali on 
14th Street NW. 

Stokes went to
the University of
Washington, where
he earned BA and
MA degrees, adding
a PhD from Yale

University in 1965. He was a classics
professor at the University of
Pittsburgh, Tufts, Brock and University
of Colorado, teaching Greek and Latin
languages and literature and ancient
history. In 1969, he left academia and
returned to his hometown, where,
from 1972 to 1987, he hosted the
radio programs “I Thought I Heard
Buddy Bolden Say…” and “Since
Minton’s” on WGTB and WPFW. 

From 1978 to 1986 he wrote for The
Washington Post and for JazzTimes
from the mid 1970s, serving as its edi-
tor from 1988 to 1990. From 1992 to
2001, Stokes was editor of the Jazz
Journalists Association’s Jazz Notes. 

Stokes has authored several books.
Oxford University Press published The
Jazz Scene: An Informal History from
New Orleans to 1990 (1991), Living
the Jazz Life (2000) and Growing
Up with Jazz (2005). Each presents
“a sort of oral history” that situates
DC-based artists such as saxophonist
George Botts and pianist John Eaton
alongside Art Blakey, Don Byron, 

Diana Krall, and others from New
York, California, Europe and Asia.
Swing Era New York (Temple
University Press, 1994) showcases
photographs by Charles Peterson, 
a jazz guitarist and trained photogra-
pher who created many remarkable
images of musicians, both on- and 
off-stage, from the mid 1930s to the
early 1950s. Stokes wrote the accom-
panying text. He is at work now on
three more books, including a novel,
another set of musician profiles and 
a family history. 

“This collection [available later this
year] adds yet another facet to the
archives that will make it even more
valuable to students, faculty and visit-
ing scholars,” said jazz researcher,
author and UDC electronic services
librarian Michael Fitzgerald. “While
he has always covered jazz broadly,
Mr. Stokes has also taken special care
to document the contributions made
by Washington-area musicians, adding
a local perspective that has often been
overlooked. Through the years, Stokes
has also served as a champion for
women in jazz, and the collection
includes materials that will enhance
our holdings in this area of study.” 

“This new donation from W. Royal
Stokes is a perfect match for the
University, as he has long been 
the premier chronicler of jazz 
in Washington, DC,” said UDC
President Allen Sessoms. “The Felix 
E. Grant Jazz Archives continues to
position itself as a significant force
both locally and nationally in collect-
ing and preserving jazz materials.”

W. Royal Stokes donates 
collection to jazz archives 
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Commencement Day dawned grey and
sullen, but nothing could dampen the
spirits of the class of 2010, whose
accomplishments were lauded by
President Sessoms, the board, the
mayor and honorary degree recipients
Cathy Hughes, founder of Radio One,
and Paul Tagliabue, former NFL com-
missioner and now senior of counsel 
at Covington & Burling. 

In his keynote speech, Tagliabue urged
graduates to follow in the footsteps of
Martin Luther King Jr. by dedicating
their careers—whatever they choose 
to be—to social justice. Hughes chal-
lenged everyone in the room to fight
for DC statehood. As always, the 
university chorale and tenor B. Jackson
Caesar brought lumps to the throat as
they brought down the house. (Caesar
later performed for CCDC graduates
and guests.)

“Become a dedicated fighter for civil
rights. Make it a central part of your
life. It will enrich your spirit as noth-
ing else possibly can. It will give you
that rare sense of nobility that can
only spring from love and selflessly
helping your fellow man,” Tagliabue
told the class of 2010.

Following the University event, CCDC
held its very own celebration and
recognition of degrees in honor of its
inaugural graduating class. Dr. William
Trueheart, CEO of Achieving the
Dream, gave the keynote address in
which he thanked them for “embody-
ing the dream that inspires [his] work.”
He recognized the institution’s “first
year of academic success” and called
on graduates to put their talent and
skills to work for the city that needs
them so much.

Following the recognition of degrees
and certificates, Dr. Jacqueline
Jackson, CCDC dean of academic
affairs, announced the start of the
Muneris Award (muneris is Latin for
“service”) in honor of the three CCDC
faculty members who are retiring this
year after many years of service. 

Fledge Week: Commencement 2010

Campus news
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Left and lower right: We did it! Happy gradu-

ates, with Dr. Allen Sessoms and in the audience.

Above right: Dr. Sessoms, honorary degree

awardees Paul Tagliabue and Cathy Hughes,

CCDC CEO Jonathan Gueverra and trustee

Mary Thompson.

Pictured right: Dr. William Truehart 

addressing the CCDC celebrants

You have reached 
a true milestone
because you were
given opportunities
and you seized them.

“

—Dr. William Trueheart
”



The University has received a multimillion-
dollar grant to install a new storm water 
management system on the Van Ness campus. 
The grant of $2.2 million from the District’s
Department of the Environment will be used 
in two capital construction projects.

The projects, which will result in the construc-
tion of “green” roofs on multiple buildings on
campus and in the complete renovation of the
Dennard Plaza deck, will significantly improve
storm water runoff in several key areas. The
University will be able to treat “gray water”
before it is introduced into the city’s storm
drains, and it will be able to collect runoff
for potential reuse for non-potable purposes.

“This certainly emphasizes the District’s confi-
dence in UDC to become a leader in urban 
sustainability planning and program implemen-
tation,” said President Allen L. Sessoms. 

We are making this
University System a
model of environmental
responsibility for this
city and the nation.

Construction on the Plaza deck project has
already begun, and construction on the green
roofs project will begin in late summer or early
fall of this year.

UDC gets DDOE
grant to improve
storm water 
management
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Government relations

Congress shows 
overwhelming support
for the new UDC
The University System of the District of Columbia hosted 
a recent reception on Capitol Hill, and several members of
Congress attended to show their support for the new UDC. 
Dr. Allen Sessoms greeted each member and welcomed their 
support as the institution continues its transition physically, 
academically and perceptually.

“This is by far the greatest reception for a university involving
members of Congress I have ever seen,” said Sessoms, congrat-
ulating Vice President of Government Relations Aimee Occhetti
and her staff for pulling the event together. “If we are to con-
tinue our forward progress, we need to lock arms with our
local and congressional partners.”

The event was attended by more than 20 members of Congress, 
all committing support for the only public institution of higher
education in the nation’s capital and the only urban land-grant
university system in the nation.

“There is no more fitting institution to receive our respect 
and resources,” said Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton, D-DC.
“This is the year our state university finally rises to become the
example of public higher education in this country.”

Members attending the event included: Chairman of the House
Appropriations Committee David Obey, D-WI; Rep. Nick
Rahall, D-WV; Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-OR; Rep. Marion Berry,
D-AR; Rep. Michael Honda, D-CA; Rep. Jim Moran, D-VA;
Rep. Tim Ryan, D-OH; Rep. John Boccieri, D-OH; Rep. 
Mary Jo Kilroy, D-OH; Rep. Carolyn McCarthy, D-NY; Rep.
Howard Coble, R-NC; Rep. Tim Bishop, D-NY; Rep. Raul
Grijalva, D-AZ; Rep. Jim McDermott, D-WA; Rep. Lacy Clay,
D-MS; Rep. Russ Carnahan, D-MO; Rep. Vernon Ehlers, 
R-MI; Delegate Eleanor Holmes Norton, D-DC; Sen. Paul
Strauss, D-DC.

 

”

“

This is by far the greatest 
reception for a university
involving members of 
Congress I have ever seen.”

“



Campus news
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The University Farmers’ Market is back
for another year, bringing a taste of the
country to the busy Connecticut Avenue
corridor. The grand reopening took
place Saturday, May 15 on UDC’s Van
Ness campus under the leadership of
the University’s Community Outreach
and Extension Services. 

The celebration featured a hearty
selection of fresh food provided by
local and regional farmers as well
as fresh ideas presented by UDC’s
Cooperative Extension Service and
local nonprofits. Official greetings
came from representatives of the
White House, the US Department
of Agriculture, the DC Council 
and University officials. The Boy

Scouts conducted the official flag 
presentation and led the audience 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. A won-
derful selection of jazz music was 
performed by UDC’s own alumnus,
Pete Muldoon ’10. Patrons and atten-
dees also had the opportunity to learn
about the University’s latest addition, 
the College of Agriculture, Urban
Sustainability and Environ mental
Sciences (CAUSES), scheduled to
launch fall 2010.

The Farmers’ Market operates every
Saturday 7:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m. through
November. Market patrons will be
able to speak directly with community
experts about nutrition, diet and
health, environment and natural

resources, 4-H, youth development
and parenting, and community and
economic development. In addition
to filling bags with fresh food, they
will have access to free publications
full of information to help improve
their quality of life in an urban setting.

The University of the District of
Columbia is doing its part to promote
healthy living, environmental steward-
ship and community connections. For
more information regarding UDC’s
Farmers’ Market, please contact
Rosalind Parker at rozaka@aol.com;
Calvin Lewis at clewis@udc.edu,
202.274.7163; or Gordon White
at gwhite@udc.edu, 202.274.7126.

On April 14, the Division of Student Affairs, Undergraduate Student Government Asso -
ciation and Office of Student Life and Services hosted the 33rd annual Miss University 
of the District of Columbia Pageant. Five young ladies were in the pageant: Licnis 
V. Alcantara, Eugenia “Gigi” Hughes, Emelia Daka, Lauren Graham and Joanna Preston.
Hosts were David Gaston and Daniel Ephrem. Preston was crowned Miss UDC 2010,
Daka was crowned Ms. Firebird 2010, and Hughes was crowned Miss Homecoming 2010.

Program participants included Krislynn Perry ’11, UDC Dance Troupe, UDC Jazz Trio and
B. Jackson Caesar ’10. Miss UDC 2009 Nelisa Ballosingh and members of the 2009 court,
Tranesha Christie and DaVon Wright-Owens, also participated in the program. Eight former
campus queens, including Ms. DC Teachers College 1976, were honored during the pageant. 

New queens crowned

Broadcast News
UDC-TV is undergoing a major renovation as it installs
the new automated master control system—a long-awaited
upgrade that will result in greater productivity, efficiency,
program development and outreach through the distribution
of additional signals to cable networks and the Internet. 
The new and improved UDC-TV launched at midnight 
on June 13.

UDC Farmers’ Market kicks off

Pictured left: Miss UDC 2010, Joanna Preston



Six lauded at
Founders’ Day 
celebration

More than 500 people braved the snow on Feb.
17 to honor six outstanding individuals at the
University’s Founders’ Day Convo cation and
Awards program. The honorees,  recognized for
their service to UDC and its legacy institutions,
included UDC alumnus Dr. James A. Williams ’73,
superintendent of the Buffalo, NY, public schools.
Williams received the prestigious Dr. Marjorie
Holloman Parker Distinguished Educator’s
Leadership Award, named for the late UDC Board
of Trustees chair, University professor and DC 
legislator. Williams remarked that it was Parker
who had been an early mentor, encouraging him 
to pursue a career in education. 

UDC David A. Clarke School of Law professor 
Dr. Edgar S. Cahn received the first-ever
President’s Award for Exceptional Service 
to Society. UDC Department of Architecture 
chair Clarence W. Pearson received the Paul
Phillips Cooke Lifetime Achievement Award.
Metropolitan Police Department Chief of Police
Cathy L. Lanier received the Cleveland L.
Dennard Service Award. Hotel Association of
Washington president and former UDC Board
chair Emily Durso (pictured above) received the
Honorable Ronald H. Brown Distinguished
Service Award.
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Summer 2010

UDC’s five-week summer bridge program, Urban Scholars
Academy, was designed for first-year, first-time students
who can benefit from specialized instruction targeting the
academic skills needed for success in college courses. The
program is also for those who are generally curious about
what college life is really like and want to experience it
and share it with other entering college students. Academic
advising, tutorials, workshops, trips and co-curricular activ-
ities are included in the experience. The program supports
the University’s commitment to excellence by providing stu-
dents with a stimulating and rigorous academic experience
and personalized, comprehensive advising in an intellectual-
ly and socially enriching environment. 

Esteban Olivares, director, Academic Advising & Reten -
tion, describes the Urban Scholars Academy as “a 
student-centered program that focuses on the transition
from  pre-university life to a full-time university experience.
Students will not only be in the classroom but creating
connections with peer mentors, staff and faculty. Students
will also have hands-on experience with campus resources
and space to explore what it means to be a college student.”

To participate, each applicant must be accepted and com-
mitted to attending UDC as a full-time student starting
with the fall 2010 semester. The program runs 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. daily. Free tutoring will be available in the evenings.
Students will be able to work on academic advising and
financial aid to assure they are prepared for the fall semester.

For additional information on the summer session or other
aspects of UDC’s Urban Scholars Academy Summer Bridge
Program 2010, please contact the Academic Advising Office
at 202.274.6899. Visit them on the Web at www.udc.edu/fye.

During my first week of the
fall semester I already knew
the campus, had friends and
knew where to go to get help
with my classes. 

—Jesse Jefferson, Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Mathematics student

Getting ahead 
at the Urban
Scholars Academy 

 

“

”



This year US News and World Report ranked UDC’s David
A. Clarke School of Law 10th in America—out of 188
ABA accredited law schools analyzed—for clinical legal
education, outranking Harvard, Stanford and Columbia 
in its annual “Best Law Schools” analysis. UDC tied 
for second place in the nation for overall diversity of its 
law students.

UDC’s 10th place clinics ranking in 2010 is up from a top
25 ranking in 2009. 

While the School of Law faculty and administration were
pleased with the recognition, many were disappointed that
UDC did not rank even higher for clinics. With the nation’s
largest clinical requirement of 700 hours, plus a 40-hour,
first-year community service requirement and the addition
of an Immigration and Human Rights Law clinic this fall,

the consensus was that UDC should
and will rank even higher in years to come. 

In the second place ranking for diversity, the US News
analysis found that UDC had the fifth highest percentage
of African-American students (29 percent). Responding to
the high rankings for both clinical quality and diversity,
dean Shelley Broderick said, “US News has confirmed what
many already know—that the UDC David A. Clarke School
of Law is meeting its mission to recruit and enroll students
from groups underrepresented in the legal profession and
to train them as lawyers through a program of rigorous
 clinical legal education. Each year our law students and
 faculty provide 85,000 hours of service to low-income
District residents and the agencies that serve them.”

UDC-DCSL was also the least expensive of any of the top
ten clinical law schools. 

Top 10 national ranking
for diversity and clinics

David A. Clarke School of Law
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Nationally known criminal defense attorney, Bernie Grimm
’83, a frequent guest analyst on Greta Van Susteren’s Fox
News show, argued that police fixated on the unusual
 relationship of three men (including his client) instead
of evidence associated with the murder of Robert Wone
in 2006. The men were charged in 2008 with conspiracy,
obstruction of justice and tampering with evidence after
Wone, a friend, was found dead in their home. 

Caroline Smith DeWaal ’85, food safety director for the
Center for Science in the Public Interest, commented in
favor of giving the FDA greater authority to improve 
produce safety in a May 18 Washington Post article on 
bacterial contamination of pre-cut lettuce. “The FDA needs
to do a much better job at inspecting plants that process
and bag lettuce,” she said. 

On May 8, at the DC Women’s Museum, the Trial Lawyers
Association of Washington honored Dean Katherine “Shelley”
Broderick as a Champion of Justice for her successful
efforts to establish, protect and develop the UDC David
A. Clarke School of Law. 

This honor has only been bestowed three times before—
once a decade. The past winners were Earl Davis, 
David A. Clarke and Jack Olender. 

The dean was introduced by former DC Court of Appeals
Chief Judge (and UDC-DCSL law professor) William Pryor. 

Congratulations to Shaun Allende and Shannon Hill for
placing second in the American Bar Association’s National
Client Counseling Competition! After winning the regional
competition, Allende and Hill travelled to Waco, Texas, and
competed in the national competition where they prevailed
over 135 teams from 92 schools across the country.

Legal Briefs



Provost Graeme Baxter, Associate
Provost Beverly Hartline and the
Office of Sponsored Programs have
announced the award of $37,000 to
fund nine 2009/2010 seed grants select-
ed from 19 outstanding proposals.

The purpose of the seed-grant pro-
gram is to provide early funding
for new projects that advance the
University’s academic and research
interests. The projects could open
new scholarly directions, expand on
existing paradigms or collect prelimi-
nary data needed for a proposal for
external funding. The awards are
based on the recommendations of an
11-member peer review panel, which
evaluated the proposals against the
published review criteria: intellectual
merit; alignment with the UDC mis-
sion, vision, and strategic goals;
 potential to lead to external funding
and increase the number of faculty

engaged in scholarly activity; interdis-
ciplinary; and feasibility.

The projects will be conducted between
January and August 2010. The faculty
involved will present their results to the
University community at a research
symposium during fall semester 2010.

This seed-grant program was made
possible by Title III and the Univer -
sity’s Agricultural Experiment Station,
funded by USDA. Student workers
funded through the Office of Student
Affairs will be involved in most of the
projects, gaining  valuable experience
in their fields.

UDC now offers Professional 
Science Master’s degrees
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Graduate studies & research     

Kudos to the College of Agriculture,
Urban Sustainability & Environmental
Sciences, the College of Arts &
Sciences and the Office of Graduate
Studies, whose water resources man-
agement and applied statistics degree
programs have just been recognized 

as official Professional Science
Masters’ (PSMs) by the Council 
of Graduate Schools.

The PSM is an innovative, new gradu-
ate degree program that allows students
to pursue advanced study in  science
or mathematics while simultaneously
developing highly valued business skills
(management, policy, law) desired by
employers. By combining rigorous
 academic study with real-world experi-
ence, these science-plus degrees prepare
students for nonprofit, corporate or
government careers where the work-
force needs are growing.

This new affiliation puts the University
in elite company. UDC leads the HBCU

Mid-Atlantic Professional Science
Master’s Alliance and is the first HBCU
with recognized and  affiliated PSMs.
Last fall, the UDC Foundation won
a grant of nearly $250,000 from the
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation to help
launch the Alliance and its implemen-
tation of 16 PSM programs at seven
member HBCUs in Delaware, Maryland,
Virginia and the District of Columbia.

We give a special congratulations
to program directors Drs. Valbona
Bejleri and Tolessa Deksissa and to
all the team members who made this
achievement possible. For more infor-
mation, visit www.udc.edu/graduate.

Seed-grant awards announced

Pictured above: William Hare, director,

Cooperative Extension Service and director 

of Water Resourses Reseach Institute

Pictured left: Professor Tolessa Deksissa 

in the water lab



The Community College of the
District of Columbia has announced
the development of a new campus
 center at 801 N. Capitol St., just two
blocks from Union Station. With the
city council’s approval of the property
lease on April 22, CCDC will immedi-
ately begin building out the nine-story,
88,000-square-foot space. It plans to
start classes and offer student services
for fall 2010.

“The creation of a focal point for our
Community College is another exciting
and significant step for CCDC,” said
Dr. Allen L. Sessoms, president of the
University System of the District of
Columbia. “I commend the efforts
of everyone involved, including our
partners at the city council and the
mayor’s office and our real estate
and finance team.”

“We will build a state-of-the-art edu-
cational hub for our students, staff
and the broader community in a prime

location near Metro, the US Capitol,
and numerous federal and District
agency headquarters,” said Dr.
Jonathan Gueverra, CEO of CCDC.

The building will house classrooms,
computer and science labs, the Student
Success Center, a one-stop student
 center with all the necessary student
services, bookstore, fitness center,
Workforce Development and Lifelong
Learning program administration,
including Continuing Education,
 faculty and staff, and a multipurpose
room with 170 seats—an ideal place
for both CCDC and general communi-
ty events. A student study and lounge
space will be located near staff offices,
providing easy access to faculty and
encouraging interaction.

CCDC programs will be offered at
additional locations throughout the
District, including planned expansion
to Bertie Backus Middle School in fall
2010 for allied health certificate pro-

grams and fashion merchandising and
construction management degree pro-
grams. The newly approved automotive
technology degree program will be
based at the Excel Institute, while
mortuary science will continue at the
University of the District of Columbia’s
Van Ness Campus. The Community
College currently serves more than
3,300 credit and noncredit students.
For more details, artist renderings and
map, visit www.ccdc.usdc.edu/locations.

Community College on the move

Community College of the District of Columbia
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The space will be
designed to enhance
student success
and meet a variety
of academic and
 community needs.

“

”

Above left: Artist’s rendering of the first floor 

entrance (courtesy: Fox Architects)

Above right: Front of future campus center

building at 801 N. Capitol St.

– Dr. Jonathan Gueverra, 
CEO of CCDC



In February 2010, studio art major
Alanzo Robles-Gordon created a   one-
man installation in UDC’s Gallery 42.
The installation was part of Black
History Month activities at UDC.
Robles-Gordon’s work integrated text,
collage, sculpture, sound and lighting
design to transform the gallery space
into a thought-provoking meditation
on the lingering social effects of slavery.
The installation was the first of its kind

for UDC, and it was greeted with rave
reviews by a record number of visitors.

In March, UDC celebrated the art of
senior citizens enrolled through the
gerontology program. An art exhibit
of the works of seven seniors aged
70–83 ran through the entire month.
The show was an inspiration to visi-
tors, demonstrating not only the
immense talent of the senior citizens
at UDC, but also their commitment to
lifelong learning. Visitors were treated
to a range of sculptures, paintings,
prints and photographs in the exhibit,
which was aptly titled “Ten Miles
Uphill (Both Ways) Through the Snow
With No Shoes.”

Art on Campus
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College of Arts & Sciences      

World percussionist Tom Teasley won
the 26th Helen Hayes Award for
 outstanding sound design, resident
production, for his original music con-
ceived for the Constellation Theater
production of “Crazyface.” The Helen
Hayes Awards are awarded annually
for the purpose of recognizing excel-
lence and celebrating professional
theatre in Washington, DC.

Teasley is an adjunct music professor
in the Department of Mass Media,
Visual and Performing Arts. He has
also served as the chairman of the
Percussion Department at Levine
School of Music in Washington,
DC, where he is artist-in-residence.

Teasley, described in the Washington
Post as a “percussionist in the widest

and most exuberant sense of the
word,” performs on a wide variety
of percussion instruments ranging
from an assortment of hand drums
from around the world, drum set,
orchestral percussion and a variety
of current electronic instruments. He
holds the unique distinction of having
presented at PASIC, the world’s largest
and most prestigious percussion event,
on three occasions.

His multiple musical interests have
instilled in him the need to create
new sounds by combining timeless
musical practices with contemporary
influences. He has appeared as a
soloist with the National Symphony
Orchestra, Los Angeles World Music
Festival, many music festivals in

Europe and the
Kennedy Center,
where he was artist-
in-residence. Teasley produces hun-
dreds of his solo performance, “The
Drum: Ancient Traditions Today.” In
addition, he has presented clinics and
 performances throughout the US and
Europe, including at Eastman School
of Music and Princeton University. His
numerous recordings and videos have
met with critical acclaim from print
media, including Modern Drummer
Magazine, where he was the subject
of a feature article. His music is aired
throughout the country and is often
featured on syndicated National
Public Radio programs, including
“All Things Considered.”

Tom Teasley wins Helen Hayes Award



The School of Engineering and Applied Sciences has been
formally admitted to the Council of Deans of the 13 HBCUs
that have ABET-accredited engineering programs. This
achievement comes after a rigorous five-year application
process undertaken by SEAS faculty and staff.

With its admission to this prestigious group, UDC will join
the ranks of Advancing Minorities’ Interest in Engineering,
an organization of corporations and federal agencies that
support the academic mission of its participating institutions.

Dr. Ben O. Latigo, SEAS dean, expressed enormous satisfac-
tion with the award. “This is great news for the school and
especially for our students. We are delighted to be named
the newest member of the AMIE family and look forward
to developing partnerships with the member organizations.” 

SEAS awarded prestigious 
new accreditation

School of Engineering & Applied Sciences
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Above: Professor Paul Cotae with students in the electrical engineering lab

UDC is proud to announce that our
Computer Science & Information
Technology robotics team won medals
in two of five events at the Spelman
College Computer Science Olympiad
2010 (March 26–27). There were 24

teams in the competition from 13 col-
leges and universities. It was held this
year at Hampton University in con-
junction with the ARTSI (Advancing
Robotic Technology for Societal
Impact) Research Conference. 

Professors David Barnett and
LaVonne Manning accompanied
the team to Hamp ton and attended
the ARTSI conference.

The team members were Lino Agli
(captain), Flora Bazie, Travis Branham
and Damian Damte. All are computer
science majors.

The team won second place in the
Hardware/Software Integration event
and first place in the Google Gadget
Making event.

They received the best prize of the
evening—a Google Nexus One cell
phone for each team member, donated
by Google.

Robotics team brings home the Gold

Pictured left: Travis Branham ’10 

with the prize-winning robot



The Accounting Department has been
actively involved since 1981 in providing
volunteer tax services to moderate-
income wage earners in the District of
Columbia and surrounding metropoli-
tan areas. In 27 years, approximately 60
returns have been completed every year.

At the beginning of 2009 professor
Errol Salmon and visiting professor
Debra Robinson-Foster, with strong
encouragement from dean Charlie
Mahone, decided to align the depart-
ment’s activities with the Volunteer
Income Tax Act section of the Internal
Revenue Service. They participated in
a summer conference conducted by
managers of the VITA project. The
conference emphasized a requirement
for student participants in VITA 
to complete training and the Basic
Test for tax laws and preparations.
Approx imately 19 accounting students
signed up to participate, and the 

training for the required examination
began on Jan. 9, 11 days before 
the official beginning of the 2010
spring semester. 

Mahone believed this would be an
avenue to provide practicum work
experience for the student participants.
For the first time in the SBPA Account -
ing Department’s history, a formal
practicum course in taxation was set
up for students to formally register
and earn credit by successfully com-
pleting the examination and providing
tax preparation services to the com-
munity. The advisors also decided that
in addition to the IRS Basic Test
required by the VITA center, students
also had to complete the Intermediate
Test, which would further demonstrate
their understanding of the tax laws.

After three weeks of intensive training,
16 students successfully completed

the Basic Test, and on Feb. 20, the
accounting tax clinic students began
preparing 2009 tax returns for the
public. On March 12, the 16 student
preparers successfully completed the
Intermediate Test. For the 2009 tax
season, the clinic prepared 210 tax
returns for the public. The responsibil-
ities of the students in the clinic were
to interview members of the public,
summarize information of the tax 
filers on an “intake interview sheet”
and also complete the tax returns 
on computerized tax software that 
was provided by the SBPA. This pro-
vided the students with valuable
practicum experience in interviewing
people they were meeting for the
first time and demonstrated to them
the role that computers now play
in the income tax arena. For quality
control, one of the two advisors were
to review each tax return prior to
being released.

SBPA tax clinic: Making a 
difference for city residents
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School of Business & Public Administration

Clockwise from bottom right: Professor Debra

Robinson-Foster, co-advisor, Accounting 

and NABA clubs; Navaneet Koirala, president,

Accounting and NABA clubs; Testfaye 

Zegeye; Rajan Sapkoto, second vice president,

Accounting and NABA clubs; Mbuyoti

Malenga, past president, Accounting and

NABA clubs; Leandre Ibouili, first vice presi-

dent, Accounting and NABA clubs; Vidura

Katugastota, treasurer, Accounting and 

NABA clubs.

     



The highly anticipated College of
Agriculture, Urban Sustainability
and Environmental Sciences (CAUSES),
unanimously approved by the UDC
Board of Trustees, will launch fall
semester 2010. The new college will
offer both undergraduate and gradu-
ate degree programs and will seamless-
ly integrate academics, research and
extension/outreach, further securing
the University’s position as the nation’s
premiere urban land-grant institution.

CAUSES was created to help meet
UDC’s ongoing effort to meet the
intellectual, professional and societal
demands of the 21st century. Provost
Grae Baxter tapped Dr. Gloria Wyche-
Moore, dean of UDC’s Community
Outreach and Extension Services,
to take the lead in designing the new
college. Wyche-Moore enthusiastically
designed the new college with assis-

tance from Dr. Tolessa Deksissa and
insight from other faculty and staff
within the University. 

The college’s academic program com-
prises three divisions: the Division
of Urban Agriculture, the Division
of Architecture and Urban Design
and the Division of Environmental
Science. Baccalaureate degrees offered
include architecture, environmental
science (with optional concentrations
in general, water quality or urban
 sustainability) and nutrition and food
science (with optional concentrations
in dietetics or food science). Master’s
degrees offered include architecture
(M.Arch.), nutrition (MS) and water
resources management (PSM). 

Students pursuing a Master of Science
in nutrition and food science will
 benefit from a strong foundation

in science, research, technology, 
information systems, communication
and public policy. Students will be
trained to become leaders in the field
of nutrition and public policy, where
they will be able to speak about
such matters as obesity prevention, 
nutrition and health needs of urban, 
ethnically diverse populations and
nutrition and health disparities.

The Professional Science Master’s
degree in water resources management
is the only program of its kind offered
in the region. 

The Master of Architecture degree
program fulfills the revised National
Architecture of Accrediting Board’s
requirements, enabling graduates to sit
for the Architects Registration Exam
in order to become licensed architects.

CAUSES: A sustainable bridge 
from college to the world

College of Agriculture, Urban Sustainability 
& Environmental Sciences
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Above: A new college takes root. Pictured are Dr. Tolessa Deksissa (left) and dean Gloria Wyche-Moore. 



CAUSES’ research component com-
prises the Agricultural Experiment
Station, Architectural Research
Institute, Water Resources Research
Institute and World Rivers Institute.

The Agricultural Experiment Station
includes the University’s 143-acre
Muirkirk Research Farm, where
research is conducted on sustainable
urban agriculture. The farm is also the
site where District of Columbia public
and charter school students annually
have the opportunity to learn about
environmental stewardship through
a unique alternative learning experi-
ence, UDC’s Urban Agricultural Fair
hosted by the CAUSES staff and facul-
ty. All of the CAUSES research units,
through the efforts of faculty and
 student researchers, address the needs
of District residents and provide mod-
els for similarly situated jurisdictions.
Such research demonstrates the deep
commitment to the careful stewardship
of the urban environment.

The CAUSES extension/outreach
efforts are implemented through
the Cooperative Extension Service,
a district-wide informal education
 system that serves to help District
 residents improve their quality of life
through useful programs and publica-
tions. CES has four program areas:
community resources and economic
development; environment and natural
resources; nutrition, diet and health;
and youth development and parenting.
Two flagship programs within CES
include the nationally recognized
Master Gardeners and 4-H programs.
Programs and publications are imple-
mented and distributed respectively
throughout the District, touching
 residents in each and every ward.

For more information about UDC’s
exciting new College of Agriculture,
Urban Sustainability and Environ -
mental Sciences (CAUSES), please
call 202.274.7124 or email
 CAUSES@udc.edu.

     
  

Did you know?

CAUSES will be offering two
new graduate degree programs:
the Master of Architecture
(M.Arch.) and the Professional
Science Master’s (PSM) in water
resources management. 

Did you know?

150 DCPS students come to Muirkirk Research Farm’s Urban Agricultural
Fair every year to learn about nutrition, team building, leadership, civic
engagement, environmental stewardship, agriculture and urban sustainability.

Clockwise from top left: Dr. Tolessa Deksissa

and students in the water resources lab; 

4H students get nutrition tips; Dr. Ralph

Belton and a student confer on an architecture

assignment; future CAUSES alum and 

4H student.
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College of Agriculture, Urban Sustainability 
& Environmental Sciences
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Dr. Gloria Wyche-Moore, who holds
a PhD in science education, specializing
in water pollution biology/oceanog -
raphy/environmental studies, is the
founder and first dean of the new
 college. A member of the UDC
 faculty for 36 years, she has held a
number of positions, notably chair
of the Department of Biology and
Environmental Sciences and, most
recently, dean of Community Outreach
& Extension Services. Wyche-Moore
is the first African-American and the
first woman to serve as the chair of the
Board of Directors for the Northeast
Regional Aquaculture Center.

Dr. Tolessa Deksissa is the program
director of the new Professional
Science Master’s (PSM) degree pro-

gram in water resources management.
An environmental scientist, research
associate and laboratory coordinator
at the Agricultural Experiment Station
and Water Resources Research Institute,
Deksissa has worked alongside Dean
Wyche-Moore as they laid the ground-
work for the new college. Prior to
his work with UDC, Deksissa joined
Ghent University in Belgium, where
he completed his graduate and post-
graduate studies in water resources
engineering, earning a MS in environ-
mental science and a PhD in applied
biological sciences: environmental
technologies. His current research
activities focus on assessment and
modeling of water quality and fate
and transport of organic contaminants
in the environment. 

Clarence Pearson is a fellow of
the American Institute of Architects
and has been chair of UDC’s Depart -
ment of Architecture for the last 18
years. Starting this fall, Pearson will
oversee the Agricultural Research
Institue and its academic program. 
In February, he was the recipient of
the University’s Paul Phillips Cooke
Lifetime Achievement Award. He has
been recognized for his outstanding
contributions to a variety of profes-
sional, civic and social organizations. 

Dr. Prema Ganganna, who holds a
PhD in nutrition, has taught at UDC
for nearly 25 years and will direct the
new college’s academic nutrition and
food science program. A well-known
researcher, Ganganna’s current work
includes “NE-1023 Improving Plant
Food (Fruit, Vegetable and Whole
Grain) Availability and Intake in Older
Adults.” She has also spoken before
the Oxford Roundtable, held
at Oxford University (UK).

Who’s who at CAUSES

UDC’s CES Master Gardening Program coordinated,
planned and installed the landscaping at The Fishing School,
a youth development group in the Deanwood neighbor-
hood, for the ABC series Extreme Makeover Home Edition.

The Agricultural Experiment Station was awarded more than
$500,000 in grants from the US Department of Agriculture
and received more than $200,000 of in-kind donations from
community partners to conduct research on specialty crops. 

Pictured L–R: Diane Hyman, acting associate

dean, director of Agricultural Experiment

Station; William Hare, director, Cooperative

Extension Service, and director, Water

Resources Research Institute; Dr. Gloria

Wyche-Moore, dean, Community Outreach

Extension Service and CAUSES; Dr. Tolessa

Deksissa, research associate, Agricultural

Experiment Station and Water Resources

Research Institute

Did you know?



The flagship University and the
Commu nity College of the District
of Columbia enrolled over 5,000
 students during the fall and spring
semesters in academic year 2009–10.
The flagship University offers baccalau-
reate and master’s degree programs,
and the newly created Community
College offers workforce training,
 certificate programs and associate
degree programs, which are fledgling
components of the University System
of the District of Columbia. 

The University System is aggressively
implementing change to educate a
larger population of the graduates
of the District of Columbia public
schools and students from around
the world who desire to further their
education in the nation’s capital.
New programs have been established,
discussions are underway to enhance
the athletic program, satellite offices
will be located in several District wards,
and the physical grounds beautifica-
tion project will help to make the
 campus inviting to the community.
The University of the District of
Columbia Foundation, Inc., the chari-
table arm of the University System,
is proud to provide funding support
and be an integral part of the positive
changes taking place at the University.

UDC Foundation Board of Directors,
chaired by President Jeffrey E. Thompson,
and University System President Allen
Sessoms are proud to announce the
University “scholars” for academic
year 2009–10. We thank our donors
and supporters who have made a
 difference in the lives of over 100

scholarship recipients through
 financial gifts.

Please visit the University’s website
at www.udc.edu to view additional
information about the program offer-
ings and exciting things happening
at the institution, which includes
numerous nonacademic educational
and training programs, events and
activities. While you are there, scroll
through the information about the
UDC Foundation and the prestigious
list of endowed and named scholar-
ships. We welcome your online gifts,
which are needed to continue to
advance the academic programs and
provide scholarship opportunities for
deserving students. The Foundation
is diligently working to build a
strong funding source to guarantee
scholarships for current and future
 generations. We value our donors and
appreciate your generosity. Your gifts,
indeed, make a valuable difference.

Scholarship awards from 
the University Foundation 
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UDC Foundation     
  

College of Arts and Sciences

Paul Phillips Cooke Scholarship 

Judith M. Blagrove—
elementary education

Marcia E. Cole—
early childhood education

Naomi P. Johnson—
Spanish education

Lihua Mao—elementary education

Norma Holloway and Julius 
A. Johnson Scholarship 

Christopher Montana—English

Jazz Ensemble/Lab Band Scholarship 

Russell Carter—music/jazz studies

Warren G. Crudup—music/jazz studies

Erica M. Felder—
music/vocal performance

Matthew Peele—music education

Krislynn Perry—music/jazz studies

Samuel Prather—music/jazz studies

James E. Joseph Endowed Scholarship 

Sheridan Easterly—
Master of Applied Statistics

Felita G. Newby—mathematics

Fredric D. Ratliff—
Master of Applied Statistics

Deloris Vann—
Master of Applied Statistics

The Foundation’s 2009–10 academic year scholarships and recipients are: 

Continued on next page…



National Society Colonial Dames
XVII Century Award

Caleb Banks—music education

Nutrition and Food Science
Scholarship, sponsored by the 
Center for Communications 
and the Environment

Laura Butoyi—
nutrition and food science

Antoinette Gale-Monk—
nutrition and food science

Camilla Henry—
nutrition and food science

Max Robinson Scholarship 

Marvin Baker—
mass media/journalism 

College of Engineering 
and Applied Sciences 

Xerox/SEAS Scholarship 

Rajesh Atreya—
civil/environmental engineering

Ashish Bhandari—
electrical engineering

Kibanou Bodjona—
mechanical engineering

Ismael D. Boureima—
mechanical engineering

Travis L. Branham—
civil/environmental engineering

Nirmal S. Chapagai—
electrical engineering

Mademba Cisse—
mechanical engineering

Sean Golash—computer science

Erica James—mechanical engineering

K.C. Pawan—electrical engineering

Sean Smith—mechanical engineering

Lavita Witherspoon—
electrical engineering

School Of Business and 
Public Administration

Inez Arrendel Scholarship 

Joyce Coates— legal studies

Kevin Coleman—mass media

Hadiarratou Diaby—finance

Ana B. Garcia—business management

Zakiya A. Francois—accounting

Rudolph Hedgman—
business management

Marie S. Hemsley—administrative
office management

Angeline Hotio—
business management

Daniel Ilboudo—accounting

Jakeea L. King—business management

Tashima S. Pedroso—
business management

Aliou Toure—accounting

James Edward Miller Chapman
Educational Foundation Scholarship

Veronica A. Davis-Addison—
accounting and finance

Antonio M. Hoskins—economics

Christina E. Johnston—
business management

Debbie A. Spencer—computer science
information systems

Odessa Starks Davis Scholarship,
sponsored by Norma Bullock

LaKisha M. Hyman—
business management

Christina Johnson—accounting

William McGowan Scholarship,
sponsored by the William McGowan
Charitable Fund

Aicha Lompo—
Master of Business Administration

PATHS Training Program Fund

Iris Bowman

Khea Chambers

Jeaunel Davis

Keia Davis

Misty Dickens

Kevisha Drew

Kelly Farmen

Tiffany Hager

Inga Hardin

Arnicia Hill

Jessica Isreal

Andrea Jackson 

Shermain Jamison 

Schienelle Johnson

Aleta Joseph 

Kadeisha Kemper

Linda Langford

Rian Milling

Jerrhonda Moorefield 

Schneeka Parker 

Robin Paul

Daneisha Payne

Alice Washington

Tyanna Weeden

Shevonne Willis

PEPCO Scholarship

Kenneth Brooks Sr.—
business management

Shaun Covington—
business management

Michelle Jackson—procurement
and public contracting

Joyce Thompson—administration
and business management

Peter Regis Scholarship

Navaneet Koirala—accounting

Mbuyoti Malenga—accounting

Jacque Nguama—accounting

Scholarship awards from 
the University Foundation, Continued

UDC Foundation
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Verizon Scholarship

Emil R. Ashford—economics
and accounting

Antoinette Forte—economics

Nhi Le Nguyen—accounting
and finance

Kemmell P. Watson—
business management

Michelle C. Yue—
business management

University of the District of
Columbia Foundation, Inc.

H. Arnold and Julia B. Craft
Scholarship, sponsored by
Raymond Gooch, Law Offices
of Ross, Marsh & Foster

Yan Yan Chan—electrical engineering

First in My Family Scholarship

Antoinette Gale-Monk—
nutrition and food science

Marie S. Hemsley—
administrative office management

Charles A. Horsky Scholarship,
 sponsored by the Covington
and Burling Foundation

Mouhamed Diouf—accounting

Carlos Palma—aviation
maintenance technology

Rosa Ramos—nursing

Helene Traore—nursing

Blen Zerihun—chemistry

Masonic Emergency Fund of the
Grand Lodge of DC, sponsored 
by the Grand Lodge, FAAM of
Washington, DC

Mahin Massey—psychology

Pamela and Charles J. 
Ogletree, Jr. Scholarship

Marcus Pope—graphic design

Pentagon Chapter of Blacks in
Government (BIG) Scholarship

Stephanie Wingate—art

Tracy Wingate—art 

President’s Scholarship 
Award Program

Jorge E. Hernandez—political science

The HSC Foundation Scholarship

Kame-Ka Barnes—
language and speech pathology

Paula Buckner—nursing

Pamela Confesor—
language and speech pathology

Heather Dixon—special education

Darnise Gaddy—nursing

Anna Granger—special education

Dale W. Lyons—special education

Kathleen McLaughlin—
language and speech pathology

The Karuna Charities Washington,
Inc. Endowed Scholarship

LaKeisha Walker—nursing

Training Officers 
Consortium Scholarship

Ashley Harrington—nursing

Valdis O. Ibeh—political science

UDC General Scholarship

Sranda Watkins—
early childhood education

UDC Presidential Scholarship 
for District of Columbia Public
School Graduates

Maria Alvarez—nursing

Charles H. Evans, Jr., 
MD, PhD Award

Fiteh Yelekal—STEM
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Campus News

New hires/appointments

 

Barbara Jumper was appointed to vice president of facili-
ties and real estate. Jumper joined the University System
in July 2007 as chief financial officer and was elevated
to associate vice president of facilities and real estate in
October 2009. Her duties include the management of all
campus facilities and oversight of all capital construction
projects, auxiliary services and real estate matters for the
University. Most recently she was instrumental in complet-
ing a massive campus improvement/enhancement initiative
and securing the lease for CCDC. 

Aimee Occhetti was appointed to vice president of govern-
ment relations. Occhetti was first hired to oversee the
Office of Government Relations on Feb. 1, 2009 and was
elevated to this position to underscore the importance of
her work in creating partnerships with local and federal
government entities in order to advance the interests of
the University System. Occhetti has worked as a lobbyist
and attorney and for the DC City Council as well as the
city’s Office of Property Management. She is an alumna
of UDC’s David A. Clarke School of Law.



UDC’s Department of Intercollegiate
Athletics observed the 2010 WBCA
Pink Zone initiative, sponsored by
the Women’s Basketball Coaches
Association, on Feb. 18, during its
home women’s basketball game
against University of the Sciences.
The WBCA officially began the initia-
tive on Feb. 12 with more than 1,550
schools and organizations committing
to participate.

The WBCA Pink Zone initiative is a
global, unified effort for the WBCA’s
nation of coaches to assist in raising
breast cancer awareness on the court,
across campuses, in communities and
beyond. The window set aside for
this year’s initiative was Feb. 12–21.
The WBCA’s charity of choice is the
Kay Yow/WBCA Cancer Fund, in
partnership with The V Foundation.
The WBCA strongly encourages any
donations collected from WBCA Pink
Zone games to be given to the fund.

The NCAA supports the WBCA Pink
Zone initiative by implementing the
“Calling for a Cure” campaign where
all NCAA women’s basketball officials
blew a pink whistle February 12–21.
Additionally, officials were encouraged
to make a donation to the Kay

Yow/WBCA Cancer Fund and specta-
tors were encouraged to wear pink
apparel during games.

Along with the NCAA, other
 supporting organizations included:
National Association of Collegiate
Marketing Administrators, National
Association of Collegiate Directors
of Athletics, National Association
of Collegiate Women Athletics
Administrators, Collegiate Sports
Information Directors of America,
Women’s National Basketball  Assoc -
iation, National Association of Inter -
 col legiate Athletics, National Junior
College Athletic Association, NCAA
Conference offices, and many more.

WBCA supporters and sponsors are
also getting involved in the initiative.
These sponsors and providers include:
Russell Athletic, Petrocelli Marketing,
Displayability, Jostens, Wilson, Mil -
waukee Sporting Goods, i6tix, Pink
Ribbon Gumballs, Otis Spunk meyer,
Shock Doctor and girls got game.
Visit the WBCA Pink Zone Concept
Shop by visiting www.wbca.org/
upload/PinkZoneConceptShop2009-
10.html. They are each donating a
portion of any proceeds to the Kay
Yow/WBCA Cancer Fund. 

Athletics

Visit the WBCA Pink Zone

Concept Shop by visiting

www.wbca.org/upload/PinkZone

ConceptShop2009-10.html.
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UDC observed Pink Zone 
initiative in February



Women’s basketball signs 
five prospects for 2010–11
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Firebirds

Women’s basketball looks for continued
success as the Firebirds sign five new-
comers (three freshman and two junior
college transfers) for next season. 

Head women’s basketball coach Lester
Butler Jr. said, “We really focused on
the missing pieces in our puzzle and
went out and recruited the best stu-
dent athletes to fill the voids. We are
going to be a strong inside team, along
with being good at attacking the rim
with the ability to finish.” 

Julissa Anderson (6'1), guard/forward,
from Greensboro, NC, was a four-year
letter winner and MVP in basketball
at Southeast Guilford High School
and made the All Guilford County
selection. She averaged 12.1 points,
4.2 rebounds, 2.2 blocks and 2 steals
per game. Anderson led her team to
state playoffs and she played AAU for
Greensboro Galaxy. “Because of her
size and athleticism, we envision Julissa
playing more of a big guard/small for-
ward. Long, athletic and the ability to
score inside and out will make Julissa
a big matchup problem for our oppo-
nents,” said Coach Butler. 

Dohnay Banice (6'1), forward,
is a transfer from Delaware Tech.
Community College in Wilmington,
DE. She was named first team XIX
All-Region as a freshman and sopho-
more and National Junior College
Women Basketball Player of the
Week for Jan. 25. Banice averaged
17.3 points and 14.9 rebounds per
game while shooting 65 percent from
the field, and she led the nation in
offensive rebounding—second overall

in total rebounds and
second in the nation
in FG percentage.
“Dohnay is a relent-
less worker down
low,” said Butler. “I
expect her to be able
to defend top post
players that we will
face, and we have the
confidence she will
get the job done.” 

Kendra Johnson
(5'6), guard, is a
transfer from Union
County Com munity
College in Lenape, NJ.
She was named first team All Garden
State as a freshman and sophomore,
first team XIX All-Region as a fresh-
man, and second team XIX All-Region
as a sophomore. Johnson averaged
17.9 points, 4.3 assists, 4.3 steals and
4 rebounds per game. “Kendra is a
very good player who can excel at
point guard or shooting guard. Her
ability to create for others and also
her ability to create for herself makes
her a difficult matchup for other
teams,” said Butler. 

Monet Nias (6'2), forward/center, was
a four-year letter winner in basketball
at Old Mill in Glen Burnie, MD. She
was an All Arundel County selection.
Nias averaged 14.1 points, 10.3
rebounds and 2.3 blocks per game
and led her team to state playoffs.
She played AAU for the Maryland
Sting. “Monet is another tough post
player we added to this year’s recruit-

ing class,” said Butler. “With her
 ability to block and alter shots, it
 figures prominently in what we’re
 trying to do defensively.”  

Renita Walker (5'7), guard, was a 
first team letter winner in basketball
at Booker T. Washington in Norfolk,
VA. She was named first team All-
Eastern District as a senior and was
Eastern District Offensive Player of
the Year. Walker averaged 13.4 points,
5.8 rebounds, 4.6 steals and 3.7 assists
per game and led her team to state
playoffs. She played AAU for Boo
Williams Summer League. “Renita
is a strong, quick, athletic and tough-
minded guard who has the ability to
play both guard positions. She is a
prolific shooter with a great amount
of ability to score the ball,” said Butler. 

Butler anticipates signing one or two
more players in the late signing period
to round out this recruiting class.

Julissa Anderson, pictured with her mother Taron Manuel, 

signs her National Letter of Intent to play for UDC.
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The women’s track & field team fin-
ished in second place at the Virginia
State University Invitational track meet
in Petersburg, VA. The Firebirds fin-
ished with an overall point score of 52. 

All-American sophomore Kaneesha
Hollis won the 400-meter dash in
1:02.07. Freshman Callister Jones
(Fort Washington, MD/Oxon Hill
High School) came in second place at
1:02.84, and junior Demia Franklin
finished third at 1:03.84. 

All-American junior Saleena Green
 finished second in the 100-meter dash

with the time of 12:71, followed by
teammates in the third through seventh
spots, with freshman Famatta Lewis
in third at 12.83, All-American junior
Erica Nixon (Bronx, NY/Cardinal
Spellman Senior High School) in fourth
(13.37), freshman Sheima Barnes
(Forestville, MD/Upper Marlboro
Senior High School) in fifth (13.53),
All-American sophomore Latoya Allen
(Washington, DC/Dunbar Senior High
School) in sixth (13.54) and sophomore
Jasmine Rich (Willingboro, NJ/Willing -
boro High School), in seventh (14.06). 

Women’s track & field captures 2nd place 
at Virginia State Invitational

Kaneesha Hollis

Women’s basketball players 
rank nationally

Three members of the University of
the District of Columbia women’s
 basketball team are nationally ranked
among all NCAA Division II players
in the country. Junior center Lillian
McGill (Sumter, SC) is ranked seventh
in rebounds per game, averaging 7
rpg. She is also ranked 59th in field
goal percentage (59) and 113th in
points per game. 

Senior guard Nicole Cooper (Fort
Washington, MD) is ranked 65th

in three-point field goal percentage
(36.8) and 106th in three-point field
goals per game. Sophomore guard
Jasmine Rich (Willingboro, NJ) is
ranked 185th in assists per game,
averaging 3.3 apg. 

Visit http://www.ncaa.com/sports/
w-baskbl/stats/ncaa-w-baskbl-stats-
index.html to see the NCAA list of
schools and players. 

Lillian McGill, ranked sixth nationally in rebounds, 

recorded her 16th double double of the season. 
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Firebirds

The men’s tennis team closed out its
regular season in fine fashion on April
15, defeating the Shepherd University
Rams, 7–2, in Shepherdstown, WV.
The Firebirds swept the doubles
matches 3–0 before going on to
win four of the singles matches.

The No. 1 doubles team of sopho-
mores Tomas Gajdusek and Mahmut
Demirkol defeated Taylor Boyle and
Liam MacDonald 8–2. Senior Daniel
Gourdine (Silver Spring, MD/
James H. Blake High School) and
junior Lalindra Jayatilleke (Suva, Fiji
Islands/Suva Grammar School), the
No. 2 doubles team, defeated Kent
Thomas and David Leonard 8–5. The

No. 3 doubles team of senior Adrian
Wyllie (Kingstown, St. Vincent/St.
Joseph Convent) and junior Karlon
Bernard defeated Jordan Hunter and
Greg Khan 8–6.

In singles match play, Gajdusek defeat-
ed Boyle 6–1, 6–0, while Demirkol
defeated Thomas 6–0, 6–0. MacDonald
(SU) took the No. 3 singles match
from Wyllie 2–6, 6–0, 10–4.

Gourdine (UDC) defeated Leonard  
4–6, 6–3, 10–8 in the No. 4 singles
match, while Hunter (SU) defeated
Bernard  3–6, 6–0, 10–8. In the No.
6 singles match Jayatilleke (UDC)
defeated Khan 6–0, 6–1.

UDC Head Coach T. Mahaffey III,
pleased with the team’s performance,
described them as having “stepped up
their play in this match” as they pre-
pared for the East Coast Conference
Tennis Tournament at Queens College,
New York City, in April. UDC, which
became an associate member of the
ECC in the fall of 2009, was seeded

fourth in the championship.

UDC men’s tennis defeats Shepherd, 7-2

The Intercollegiate Tennis Association
announced in May that UDC sopho-
more Tomas Gajdusek (Prague, Czech
Republic/Gymnazium Nad Stolou)
has been named to the 2010 NCAA
Division II Men’s East Singles Team.

This was the second major tennis recog -
nition Gajdusek received this year. He
was also named the 2010 East Coast
Conference Men’s Tennis Player of
the Year in April by league coaches.

UDC tennis Head Coach T. Richard
Mahaffey III commented on Gajdusek’s
selection, “I am very pleased the con-
ference coaches have recognized
Tomas’ accomplishments this season
and am very proud of how Tomas

has conducted himself on and off
the tennis court.” 

Gajdusek compiled a perfect 11–0
record at the No. 1 singles spot,
including a 2–0 mark against confer-
ence opponents. He teamed up with
fellow teammate and All-Conference
recipient Mahmut Demirkol (Istanbul,
Turkey/Ozdemir Sabanci Emirgan
Lisesi) in No. 1 doubles to finish the
regular season with a 6–6 record.

The ITA is the governing body of
 college tennis, overseeing men’s and
women’s varsity tennis at NCAA
Divisions I, II and III, NAIA, and
junior/community colleges.

Sophomore Tomas Gajdusek 
is national tennis standout



Among the 575 degrees awarded the
2010 graduates of the University 
of the District of Columbia on May 8
were 10 former student athletes. UDC
Athletics Director Patricia Thomas
was elated to see them receive their
diplomas. Thomas said, “Graduation
is the ultimate victory for student 
athletes. At the cornerstone of our 
mission and goals lies academic
achievement. I am proud of the student 
athletes who have succeeded in both
academics and athletics.”

Three former student athletes were
among those cited for superior acade-
mic achievement. Nersa Looky Djobo
(Lome, Togo/Military College of
Tchitchao), a former member of the
men’s soccer team, graduated magna
cum laude. Two former members of
the men’s tennis team graduated cum
laude: Daniel Gourdine (Silver Spring,
MD/James H. Blake High School)
and Adrian Wyllie (Kingstown, St.
Vincent/St. Joseph Convent).

The former student athletes
who graduated were:

Janae Burt (women’s volleyball)

Nersa Looky Djobo (men’s soccer),
magna cum laude

Myron Douglas (men’s soccer)

Ian Garner (men’s cross country)

Daniel Gourdine (men’s tennis), 
cum laude

Devaughn Hailey (women’s basketball)

James Kichwen (men’s cross country)

Ann Sanchez (women’s volleyball)

Stella Sang (women’s cross
country/track & field)

Adrian Wyllie (men’s tennis), cum laude

The student athletes in the class of
2010 came from different backgrounds
and played a variety of sports, but they
were all clearly focused on one com-
mon goal: to obtain a quality higher
education. Looky Djobo earned two
academic degrees from the University.
He graduated in 2009 with a bache-
lor’s degree in mathematics, cum laude.
He returned for a fifth year and this
year earned a Bachelor of Arts in eco-
nomics, graduating magna cum laude.

Daniel Gourdine, a former member
of the men’s tennis team, graduated
with a Bachelor of Business Admin -
istration degree with honors (cum
laude). A native of Silver Spring, MD,
and graduate of H. Blake High School,
Gourdine spoke fondly of his new
alma mater, saying, “I found my
experience at UDC to be very chal-
lenging, and like the real world, it
made me wiser, more cautious, aware
of what I am doing, and proactive.
It was a great learning experience.”

Gourdine, whose career goal is to
become a major player in the field
of hospitality management or event
planning, credits his experience as a
UDC athlete for enhancing his com-
munications, team playing and group
working skills. “It helped me to learn
about different cultures and become
more understanding of other cultures.” 

Adrian Wyllie, another former member
of the men’s tennis team, graduated with
a Bachelor of Science in biology with
honors (cum laude). A native of Kings -
ton, St. Vincent, Wyllie plans to enroll
in medical school in August to pursue
a Doctor of Medicine degree. He hopes
to become a pediatric surgeon. 

Wyllie credits UDC with opening many
educational doors to him, including giv-
ing him the opportunity to do research
at the National Institutes of Health,
with the Genome Research Institute,
where he published his first research
paper. The title of the paper was
“Genotype Phenotype Correlation in
Human Holoprosencephaly (HPE).”
The paper presented the outcomes of his
study of baryonic brain malformation.

Student athletes among the 575
celebrating their graduation
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Pictured above: Daniel Gourdine, Devaughn

Hailey, Stellah Sang and James Kichwen



Firebirds

He is grateful to UDC for helping him
to develop a better appreciation for
people in general. Wyllie said, “UDC
provided the opportunity for me
to learn with mature students from
different cultures. My UDC professors
inspired me and encouraged me to
study harder. I always felt the need
to assist people and knew since high
school that I wanted to become a
 doctor. Sports was the avenue that
led me to UDC and started me on my
journey to reach my goal to become
a medical doctor.”

One of the things of which he is most
proud was the opportunity to work
as a volunteer consultant for the
National Coalition of Black Civic
Associations. While volunteering with
them he worked with the National
Council of Negro Women and the late
Dr. Dorothy Irene Height, chairman
of their board of directors and noted
civil rights leader.

Stellah Sang, a native of Eldoret,
Kenya (Eldoret Senior High School
for Girls) graduated with an associate
degree in applied science in respiratory
therapy. Sang had a stellar sports
career at UDC, winning the 2007
NCAA Southeast Regional Women’s
Cross Country Championship, com-
peting in the 2007 NCAA National
Cross Country Championships and
becoming a two-time All-American
in track in 2009.

A few credit hours short of a degree
in public health, Sang plans to earn a
bachelor’s degree in that field within the
next year or two and eventually return
to Kenya to practice her profession.
She spoke of her struggles at home as
she prepared to pursue her education.
Running was her ticket to study in the
United States, and she had to endure
three years of training camp in order
to qualify to receive a scholarship.

About her trips to the NCAA
Nationals, Sang said, “My trips to
the Nationals were a great experience.
Not everyone can go and compete
against the top athletes in the coun-
try. Although injured, I ran in the  
800-meter race in the 2009 NCAA
Outdoor Track & Field Champi -
onships and finished to become a  
two-time All-American. I credit UDC
for opening doors for me and making
me believe that I could do it.”

Sang said, “I will always carry with me
the memory that through my interning
at Howard University Hospital, I had
the opportunity to serve on the health
care team that was responsible for
treating Dr. Dorothy I. Height. I will
always cherish that.”

Devaughn Hailey, a former member of
the women’s basketball team, graduat-
ed with a Bachelor of Science in health
education. Hailey was an important
member of the team that won a berth
in the 2009 NCAA Women’s
Basketball Tournament. 

Women’s basketball Head Coach Lester
L. Butler Jr. said, “Devaughn was a
major piece of what we accomplished
during her two years playing for me.
Forty-five wins, a Top 25 National
Ranking and a NCAA Tournament
appearance are just some of the
achievements to which Devaughn con-
tributed in her time here. But what I
will remember most about Devaughn
is that she was someone who always
looked out for teammates and their
best interest. I wish Devaughn Hailey
nothing but continued success.”

Hailey credits UDC with helping to
expand her horizons. “In addition to
the fine education I received at UDC,
it gave me the opportunity to travel
and contribute significantly to the

women’s basketball team’s qualifying
for the NCAA Tournament,” said
Hailey. “My greatest disappointment,
however, was sustaining an injury just
before the NCAA Tournament that
prevented me from playing and help-
ing the team to advance.”

Hailey also stated that she “plans to
attend graduate school and enroll in 
a three-year combined master’s/doctor-
al program. All along the way, I will
never forget UDC and will gladly 
refer future player prospects to the
coaching staff.”

James Kichwen is another native of
Kenya who chose to attend UDC and
contribute significantly to its athletic
program. Coming from a well known
Kenyan family of cross-country run-
ners, he is the first cousin of Stellah
Sang. Kichwen graduated with an
associate degree in applied science in
respiratory therapy. He plans to return
to Kenya to become a therapist.

Among his athletic achievements at
UDC was finishing just two points
below the qualifying number for the
2007 NCAA National Championship,
coming in seventh place out of a field
of 128 at the NCAA Southeast
Regional. He also broke course
records at several cross-country
meets during his UDC running career.

Kichwen said, “UDC was an exciting
place to be. It has been good to me,
very supportive and encouraging. I am
grateful for the opportunity that UDC
gave me to study and learn my profes-
sion. Health care is a very important
area, and having a major in that field
is very rewarding because it enables
me to interact with people on a more
personal level, which I enjoy doing.”
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CBS News White House television producer Kia Baskerville
’93 (BA, mass media/TV production), is a natural. The
alumna is smart, quick on her feet and can zero in on the
important news of the day with calm authority. Baskerville
demonstrated all of these qualities and more on Sept. 11,
2001, while traveling, by chance, with President George
Bush in Florida when the terrorist attacks occurred. An
assistant producer at the time, she rose to the occasion
and organized seasoned reporters to cover the president
during his worldwide television appearance. 

Most recently, Baskerville kept pace with President
Barack Obama during the historic campaign for health-
care reform. 

Her study of hard news while at UDC prepared her to
meet the challenges that come with the territory. “It’s what
the individual makes out of the college experience that is
important,” she stated. She noted that traveling, meeting
new people and experiencing different cultures are crucial
to the education process as well. She believes that learning
never stops and, despite the fact that the Internet and the
economy have hit the news business hard, students today
should still consider broadcast journalism as a career.

According to Baskerville, today’s technology “creates new
opportunities if you are open to seeing and seizing these
prospects as they come.” She views herself doing that as
she looks ahead and seeks personal growth through a
desire to influence those who will follow in her footsteps.
For the short term, that means Baskerville would like
to head the CBS internship program in Washington. She
would like to have hands-on experiences with novice
 journalists to help them understand that the field is still
a “fascinating” one. 

Kia Baskerville: Spot on TV news producer
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Michael Pearson SBPA ’94, a sea-
soned prosecutor who has tried
approximately 150 homicide cases
to verdict in seven years for the
Prince George’s County (MD) State’s
Attorney’s Office, was appointed as
an assistant state’s attorney to the
 circuit court for that office by Gov.
Martin O’Malley in 2009. 

The UDC alumnus has experience in
private practice at the Greenbelt-based
firm of Bennett & Blair, LLP, where
he represented clients in circuit and
district courts across the state.

Additionally, he has served on the
board of directors of the PG County
Bar Association and the J. Franklin
Bourne Bar Association and as   co-chair
of the PG County Bar Association’s
criminal law section for the past three
years. Pearson is a member of the
Maryland Bar Association and is affili-
ated with a number of professional
organizations, including Kappa Alpha
Psi Fraternity, 100 Black Men of
Maryland and the AME Church’s
Law Ministry. He is a graduate of
the Catholic University of America,
Columbus School of Law.

Michael Pearson appointed 
to MD circuit court
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Summer 2010

Amadou Gallo Fall ’93 (magna cum laude), has been
selected by National Basketball Association Commissioner
David Stern to head the Johannesburg, South Africa, office
to build local, federal and team participation in the sport.

Fall will work toward developing NBA grassroots events,
promoting “NBA Cares” programs and expanding the
league’s partnerships with marketing, media and consumer
products companies. 

 

Georgette Esipila ’09 knew at a young
age that her path through life would
lead her to a career in the arts. Born
in Kenya to an international diplomat,
she spent much of her life traveling
around the world.

Esipila came to the United States with
her family in 2004, when her father
was posted to work in the Kenyan
High Commission at the UN. She
attended Westchester Community
College (NY) for a little over a year.
In 2005, her father was posted again
to work at the Kenyan Embassy in
Washington. She and her two sisters
enrolled at UDC.

She became fascinated with
the effects achieved by using
a computer as an art medi-
um. Initially studying fine
arts, she focused on graphic
design while still designing
jewelry and painting during
her free moments.

In May 2009, Esipila earned
a BFA with a concentration
in graphic design. “I am
grateful to the University of
the District of Columbia for
being the foundation block to
a bright future,” Esipila said.
She and her sisters all gradu-
ated from UDC with honors. 

UDC gives Kenyan native Georgette Esipila 
grounding in the arts

Alumnus to head Johannesburg NBA office

It’s been several months since Kenneth B. Ellerbe
(BA ’96, MPA ’07), left Washington, DC. Although the
time seemed fleeting to him, much has transpired for
Ellerbe since he resigned from the District of Columbia
Fire & EMS Department in January 2010. He became
Sarasota County, Florida’s first African-American fire chief,
and he credits UDC for preparing him for the job.

Ellerbe has put to use everything he has learned through
UDC’s MPA program, including reviewing and adjusting
budgets, adjusting personnel appointments and improving
interpersonal and intergovernmental communications.

Sarasota’s minority population comprises five percent of
the community, Ellerbe said, and that is reflected in the fire
department, too. He said, it’s “a good department with
good people working in it and supporting it.” Despite any
challenges that might arise, Ellerbe said he feels prepared
by his training and education at UDC.

“Being the first African-American fire chief here keeps me
excited and has created some interest in what the fire
department does and how it does its work. We are under a
microscope, and I love it! UDC and working in Washington,
DC, prepared me for what I’m facing here,” said Ellerbe.

Master’s recipient blazing a trail in Florida
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By Dr. Alfred O. Taylor Jr. (BS, MA)
former acting dean, 
College of Professional Studies

I was introduced to teaching in 1969,
when I was interviewed to teach part-
time for the printing and publishing
program at the Washington Technical
Institute. I had a good paying job with
the US Government Printing Office as
a journeyman printer in its electronic
printing section and was on a fast
management track. However, after
completing my interview, Dr. Philip
L. Brach, head of the Division of
Engineering and Technology, asked
if I would consider a full-time offer
with the Institute. One of the greatest
things that happened to me was when
I accepted the offer, despite the reser-
vations of friends.

I began this wonderful journey on
Sept. 22, 1969, when I began my first
day as an instructor teaching in the
area of composition. By December, I
was elevated to program coordinator.
The popular program rapidly grew in
size and reputation (printing was the
number one industry in the area) to
where it soon offered a BS in printing
management—WTI’s first baccalaure-
ate degree. Laboratories, developed
in conjunction with the Graphic Arts
Technical Foundation, expanded. 

In 1970, the faculty elected me presi-
dent of the Faculty Association, a
 position I held for two years. In 1973,
I was elected president of the newly
adopted faculty senate system. I also
had the opportunity to serve on the
first negotiating team representing the
faculty in its American Federation of
Teachers negotiations with the Institute.

I later served on management’s nego -
tiation team in its negotiations with
the National Education Association.
Where else could I have had these
 experiences without the  benefit of
an academic degree?

In 1970, the Department of Education
awarded a grant to WTI to develop
a program that taught the formal
courses needed to earn a degree in
education. I enrolled and in 1973
was conferred a BS in technical teacher
training. I  immediately enrolled in the
Federal City graduate school and in
1976 received a MA in administration
and supervision of adult education.
Later I earned an EdD in higher
 education administration from
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University. 

As I pursued a doctorate, my experi-
ences at UDC proved invaluable to me
as well as my students. For the most
part, I was already practicing at UDC
what I was learning. My love for edu-
cation and the nurturing environment
created by my wonderful colleagues
at UDC encouraged me to pursue
additional classes at the Rochester
Institute of Technology, the University
of Pittsburgh, the University of Cali -
fornia at Berkeley and California
Poly at San Luis Obispo, where I
was offered a professorial rank.

When the University merged, I had the
pleasure of serving on numerous merger
committees and on the Dean’s Selection
Committee for the newly organized
College of Physical Science, Engineering
and Technology. In 1979, I was named
associate dean of the College.

I remember my 31 years at UDC as
a time that allowed me to grow, not
only as an educator/administrator, but
one equipped to change people’s lives
and quality of life. When I chose to
explore the unknown with WTI, my
wife Delores S. Taylor, was my biggest
supporter. We’ve been married for
close to 60 years. She also received
two degrees from UDC predecessor
institutions—WTI (AAS) and Federal
City (BA)—and is a retired DC Public
School teacher.

I cannot express all the good things
that have happened to me as a result
of accepting the WTI offer in 1969.
We often hear of the Morehouse
Mystique, but the UDC “family” pride
that evolved during its early years has
had much to do with reshaping the
lives of the Washington metropolitan
area and with its title as one of the
most educated areas in the nation. I
applaud President Allen L. Sessoms for
his vision in establishing an institution
that will continue offering high-quality
programs to people who need them
most at the best possible value.

I further encourage each UDC alumni
to support and spread the word on
how UDC made and is continuing
to make a difference in their lives. We
must continue to spread the word and
be proud of being a member of the

UDC family.

From printer to professor: 
My journey in higher education

As I pursued a 
doctorate, my 
experiences at UDC
proved invaluable 
to me as well as 
my students.

“

”



Calling New 
Graduates of UDC!
As the central point of contact for graduates of the University of
the District of Columbia, the Office of Alumni Relations is appeal-
ing to YOU, our “Stars,” to connect, Connect, CONNECT with
your alma mater!

If you graduated from UDC or one of its legacy institutions, the
University considers your accomplishments as bright and shining
examples of higher education. You’ve made a difference on the local,
national and international scenes, so now is the right time for you
to come back, complete the circle and connect with other alumni
and the University. UDC is breaking fresh ground and strategizing
for a “New Pathway to Excellence.” Who better to assist at this sig-
nificant time than alumni? We want you to continue to take part in
our annual activities, and we want you to spread the word to your
alumni friends who may not be in the know. But just as important,
we need your ideas for new programs that will have something for
everyone, including alums who graduated within the last 10 years
and our students! Share your thoughts for future alumni programs
by contacting the Office of Alumni Relations at 202.274.5206 or  
alumni@udc.edu. Also, keep updated on what’s going on by checking
out the Alumni Facebook Page and the August issue of “Flame On
the Fly.” Help us to help you…CONNECT!

The Office of Alumni Relations is now on Facebook. 
Check us out at www.facebook.com/UofDC.Alumni

The Learning Resources Division at UDC serves all UDC alums.
They offer a wealth of informative and entertaining opportunities
for UDC alumni to continue enriching their lifelong search for
knowledge after graduating. For access, please contact the Alumni
Office via email alumni@udc.edu or phone 202.274.5206 to be
 verified. The Alumni Office will then forward your request to
Learning Resources, who will issue your access code. Visit
www.udc.edu/alumni for more details.

Sign up TODAY to receive the “Flame on the Fly,” the monthly
electronic newsletter for UDC alumni. Visit www.udc.edu/alumni.

Get the Scoop! We want to HEAR FROM YOU! If the Office of
Alumni Relations does not have your email address, or if you
know of any alumni who have not been hearing from us, please

contact us: alumni@udc.edu, www.udc.edu/alumni, 202.274.5206
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Updates 

Alumni Election
Alumni trustees Joseph L. Askew Jr., Esq. ’98
and Mary C. Thompson ’53 were re-elected
and Jerome Shelton ’71 was newly elected to
the University’s Board of Trustees in March 
of this year. Chairman Askew underscored the
importance of the election to the University
community when he said, “The experiences
and perspectives of graduates of the institution
are invaluable in setting the policies and direc-
tion of the institution. Their professional
backgrounds in education and the private sec-
tor qualify them to understand, analyze and
strategically plan to address the University’s
critical needs as we move forward.” The
trustees elected emerged from a field of 11
and will serve a five-year term. Dr. Allen
Sessoms wishes to thank all who participated
and is looking forward to a productive future
with the new board. 

Trustees

On May 20, the University of the District of
Columbia Board of Trustees’ Committee of the
Whole met to swear-in newly elected trustees. 

Pictured above, L–R: Jerome Shelton (alumni member),

Grace Mulenga (student trustee), President Allen

Sessoms (ex-officio), Joseph Askew (board chairman 

and alumni member),  Elaine Crider, Mary Thompson

(alumni member), Reginald Felton. Not pictured:

Kendrick Curry and Verle Hammond.

Alumni retirees
Punita Bhatt, English; Susan Lockwood, respira-
tory therapy; and Gloria Green-Ridley, nursing.
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